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Introduction

Erio-WA is a simple program that will allow you to quickly create a web page of pictures. Erio-WA offers two main formats. The vertical format is particularly suitable for pictures that need to carry long descriptive captions. The horizontal format is more economical in page length because it displays four pictures across the screen. 

Erio-WA ‘works’ by embedding comments on the web page. Thus pages created with Erio-WA can be re-load at a later stage in order to make further changes or adjustments. In order to speed up page loading, thumbnail copies of the pictures need to be created. The names of these pictures are the same as for their normal size counterparts but with a ‘1’ as the first filename character.

Erio-WA is very easy to use. Do spend some time getting to know the program. It might be best to download and unzip the samples file so that you have some pages to experiment with.

At the moment acceptable image file types must have the .bmp  .png  or .jpg extension.

Installation
The program is probably already installed from when you unzipped it. If you do not like having the Erio folder, do change the name to something else. If you did specify a name during unzipping, the Erio folder probably is a sub-folder to the one you specified. 

Do what you like with the third file eriowa.doc. You already have, or you wouldn’t be reading this!

This then would be the structure if you did not specify a folder name to unzip to:- 

C:\Erio\
eriowa.exe


The program

eriowa.ovl


A required program file

eriowa.doc


These instructions

\eriowa\back.bmp etc.

Background files for current or future use



Do note that whatever folder changes you make, the eriowa sub-folder must remain as a sub-folder to the directory in which the program resides.

You may want to create a shortcut to Eriowa.exe on your desktop.

Although perhaps messier than a full installer, I prefer to supply software in this format because it does give the reassurance that nothing is being installed ‘behind your back’.

If you download the sample files, these can be placed anywhere you like. Typical installation might be:-

C:\Eriowaex
Both examples hpics.html and vpics.html are in the same folder.

Uninstall Erio-WA

Simply delete the eriowa.exe and eriowa.ovl files, the eriowa sub-directory and any shortcuts you may have created. If you wish to keep any background tiles or pictures, do move them out of the eriowa sub-folder first or copy out the whole folder.

Any web pages that you have created using Erio-WA will be in their own independent folders and will remain untouched and thus useable. 

Getting started
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To load an existing job, navigate to the folder with the job and select the .html file. This will load your existing settings as found in the .html file. The rest of these instructions consider a new job.

To start a new job, copy all the photographs you want to use on a single page, to a single folder. It might be best to create the folder directly on your C: drive, if the final output is to be uploaded to the Internet. Much easier to transfer from there.

WARNING!   Keep your master pictures safe!  Always work on copies of the originals.

Launch eriowa.exe. Navigate to the folder with the pictures. Select as a file any of the image files.

The first thing you may want to do is to change the Web page name. This is currently the name of the picture you clicked on and is the name that will be used for the created web page. The extension is ignored and is changed on Save to .html. You could, of course, simply change the filename later on through Windows Explorer.

You should now prepare your pictures using the Process panel on the left.

This will let you create the required thumbnail images.

You can reduce the size of the main pictures to one of the settings given. Considering that most viewing these days is probably at 1024 x 768 it might be a good idea to reduce the pictures to 800 x 600 so that they load to fill the browser page area without scrolling.

You can also rename the pictures to the preamble that you set in the box. With the default pic setting, the images will be renamed to pic001.jpg,  pic002.bmp pic003…..  and so on.

Once you have set up the different items in the panel, click Process
WARNING!   Process before setting captions otherwise the references will be wrong and the captions mostly lost.

WARNING!   If you are resizing the pictures, it might be best if you copy the whole folder beforehand, just in case you resize to a level that is too low. In order to maintain reasonable quality, it is much better to resize down rather than up!

There are various general settings for you to consider.

You can have a Vertical or Horizontal format. The vertical one is particularly useful when the captions are verbose.

Captions can be Numbered (captions). In some cases you may not want captions but still wish to have a number for referral purposes.

Allow Erio label inserts a discrete ‘advert’ line at the bottom of the page. Try it with and try it without. Obviously I would wish you to allow this all the time!

Change font details by clicking the appropriate button. Change font colour by clicking the appropriate colour box.

The Heading only affects the data in the Page Heading box.

Text affects the text shown across the middle of the screen plus one extra line that is inserted automatically that reads ‘Click on an image for a larger view.’

Captions is self-evident.

The Text box does have some text when Erio-WA is first run. These are simply indications of possible content. Do use it as you wish. Carrets (linefeeds) will be ignored but can be used for screen readability. If you do want to insert a paragraph break in the final document use the ‘]’ character. Appreciate that browsers will adjust the text lines to suit the available display space. Thus use paragraph breaks sparingly. If you are going to be writing your life story in this area, it might be best to prepare it in a plain text editor such as Notepad and then paste it to the Erio-WA Text box. 

Change the background to a colour through the colour box, or to an image by selecting it from the Background list. Background pictures will be tiled. Thus if you have a whole-screen background image do make sure that its size will fill the screen otherwise it may look distinctly peculiar! For backgrounds to show on the list, they must exist in the eriowa sub-folder.
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To set captions, click on an image name in the bottom left-hand box. Write the caption on the right-hand side box. Captions can incorporate paragraph breaks as indicated above.

WARNING  Captions are saved when you click on the next image. So click on a different image name before saving otherwise the last caption setting or change will not have taken effect!

Change the order of the picture presentation with Set order. This is a straightforward Cut and Paste operation. Note that the paste occurs immediately above the highlighted item. Thus to move an item to the very end of the order will require a double operation – move it to end minus one, then move the end one to just above it!

When you are done, either Save or Abandon your work.

In conclusion, probably the best way to work is to create a page quickly. Leave Erio-WA running and open the created page with your browser. You can now examine the page and toggle between the two programs using Save in Erio-WA and the Refresh/Reload button on the browser.

Secrets!
Three lines are added to the .html page coding that through normal operation, you will not be aware of.

Two of the lines are comments. They give the registered name and also an Erio Services label similar to the last line that you see on a page if you leave 'Allow Erio label' checked. I am sure you can allow this bit of secret advertising that will only be seen by those who examine the source code for the page. It does not affect the displayed page in any way.

The third line instructs search engines NOT to index or catalogue the page. Search engines generally respect this command. It does mean that you can have pages of photographs for say, family consumption in the knowledge that the page is likely to remain private.  It does also mean that you need to let legitimate viewers know the full address to the page. If you do want to make the page public, simply insert a link to it from another of your web pages.

If you are confident modifying the source of web pages, you can delete the line: -

<META NAME="ROBOTS" CONTENT="NOINDEX, NOFOLLOW">

so that search engine crawlers find and catalogue your page.

If you examine a created web page you will see that there are short comments all over the place. Do not alter these if you are going to wish to Load the page in the future. These comments are used by Erio-WA in order to set up the working screen as a reflection of the existing page.

Internet notes

Perhaps your reason for using Erio-WA is to create web pages that will be on display through the Internet or an Intranet. You should bear in mind the following comments if these are to be the final destination for your web album pages.

Keep folder and filenames in lower case. It does simplify life. Some of the ftp programs that are used to upload pages to the web hosting service, do automatically convert the names to lower case. Then you wonder why your links don't work! Filenames on servers are generally case-sensitive.

Thumbnails are a must. If you just copy the pictures manually (and change the filename to start with a ‘1’), the files will be too large and the web page may take ages to load. Bear in mind that some of your page-viewing public may not even be on broadband!
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Should you limit the size of the full picture?  Since most digital cameras (if this is the source of your pictures) give a horizontal resolution of at least 1200, reducing the pictures will reduce the file size. It makes for faster loading. Furthermore by making the picture size slightly less than normal viewing, most of the picture will be displayed without requiring excessive scrolling.

I would suggest the pictures are set to a resolution ‘one down’ from the expected monitor resolution. Thus for a page viewing size of 800 x 600, limit the image to 640 x 480. For 1024 x 768 (probably the most common monitor setting these days) limit to 800 x 600.

Filling the screen with the picture at a reduced size (and for jpegs at 75% quality) is fine for viewing on the computer. It may not have enough quality for printing. This could well be to your advantage. Those that want a quality print of reasonable size (say A5 and up) would have to come to you for the print or for a copy of the original file. You are in control!

The created web page is ‘sticky’. Clicking on an image to make if full screen only gives you the option to close the page and return to the main web page.

It is considerably easier to maintain your web site if you keep each page in a separate folder as originally created. You could create the pages in individual folders as required by Erio-WA and then dump the lot into a single folder for uploading, so long as file names are not repeated. However you are strongly recommended not to have a single folder with multiple pages! (I know, I know – I do not follow my own suggestions in the examples file!)

These instructions were last modified:   10th May 2012

Erio-WA   from Erio Services.    www.erio.co.uk
Web page for this product:  www.erio.co.uk/eriowa.html
